
 

  

ISOBEL PICKLES 

Chair of Governors 

Co-opted Governor 1/11/19 – 31/10/23 

  

I became a Parent Governor towards the end of 2015. My background is in 

marketing communications, but I have been interested in learning and 

education since my children were very small (they are currently in Year 3 and 

Year 5). Joining the Governing Body offered me the opportunity to get more 

involved with the school and play a part in its direction and development. There 

is a great deal of information to absorb, but I enjoy working with Ms Nye and 

the leadership team to help them ensure the best possible outcome for all the 

children at our school.  

  

 JAMIE GRANT 

Co-opted Governor 1/10/19 – 30/9/23 

 

I have been an Associate Member of the Governing Body since November 

2015 and have recently been appointed as a Co-Opted Governor. As a local 

business owner, I am able to draw on my experience in handling all aspects of 

this to provide expertise and support to the Governing Body. I have 2 children 

at Tolworth School, 1 in Infants and 1 in Juniors. It has always been my goal to 

be a part of my children’s educational journey and to contribute where I can 

to the development of our school and its continued success. Being a member 

of the Governing Body brings responsibility and an extra workload, but 

rewards with opportunity, understanding and an insight into my children’s 

education.  

  

 

 

 

DAVID COTTON 

Parent Governor 11/12/17 – 10/12/21 

  

I was elected as the Parent Governor for the school at the end of 2017. My 

youngest son is in the Infants, with my eldest now at secondary school, after 

being at Tolworth School since Nursery.  I work as the Finance Director for a 

medium size construction company and hope that I can use my existing 

experience to strengthen the support and oversight that will help our school 

continue to provide a nurturing learning environment.  Since attending the fair 

funding meeting for schools in the borough, I am eager to utilise my knowledge 

to support the school through the increased funding pressures being 

experienced.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HARRIET DODSON 

Associate Member / Deputy Headteacher 

 

    I came to Tolworth School as Deputy Headteacher of the Infant School 9 years  

ago.  I have been an Associate Member of the Governing Body since I joined 

the school.  I sit on the Children and Families Committee, which allows me to 

work with the Governing Body thinking about how we can support our school 

community.  In the school, I am the Inclusion leader for the Infant School where 

I support children with a range of needs including special educational needs and 

disabilities, more able children and children who have English as an additional 

language.  

 

 

PAUL EARDLEY 

Co-opted Governor 29/1/18 – 28/1/22 

 

Married to Rachel, my lovely wife. Dad to Lara, my amazing daughter (currently 

in the Infants).  Born in the best city in the world - Edinburgh. We love to travel 

and I am a massive Celtic FC fan. Chartered Accountant by trade, but now 

heavily involved in the training and development of others in a big 4 

professional services firm.  

 

 

 

SAMMY GALLUP 

Co-opted Governor 11/7/17 – 10/7/21 

 

I have worked at Tolworth School for 15 years.  I am currently a Teaching 

Assistant in Year 6 and run the Tolworth After School Club (TASC).  I have 

two grown up children who attended Tolworth School.  In my spare time, I 

enjoy taking my Jack Russell ‘Cookie’ on long walks, cycling and spending time 

with my family.  I joined the Governing Body because I enjoy taking on new 

challenges and am passionate about getting the best for the children and families 

that attend our school.  

  

  

 JOY GARVEY 

Co-opted Governor 11/7/17 – 10/7/21 

   

After spending the major part of my career as a teacher at Tolworth Juniors, 

where I was for many years a staff representative on the Governing Body, on 

my retirement I was delighted to be able to maintain my support for the two 

schools by becoming a Community Governor. This is an appropriate role for 

me as I live locally and indeed my own two sons both attended the schools - 

albeit many years ago.  I currently chair the Finance committee, a role I took 

on when still teaching as I was Mathematics Co-ordinator and also supported 

maths teaching and learning across the local authority. Prior to training to teach 

I had spent ten years in banking.  I am delighted to still be able to support Ms 

Nye, the children, parents and staff of both Tolworth schools.  

  



  

  

LOUISE HARRISON 

School Governor 10/12/18 – 9/12/22 

   

I'm the teaching representative on the Governing Body. I've been at Tolworth 

for 8 years and teach in Year 2 and previously in Year 1. I love books and 

literacy and am always looking for new ways to inspire of children with their 

reading and writing.  

  

  

  

  

  

LINDA JACKSON 

Associate Member / Children & Families Coordinator 

   

I have been working at the school since June 2013 as Children & Families 

Coordinator offering support to our families.  I have worked previously for the 

local authority in their Early Intervention and Prevention Service for 20 years 

and I now work alongside Rachel Nye as Deputy Safeguarding Lead and I am a 

trained Parenting Groups Facilitator.  One of the keys roles is to ensure all out 

staff are trained in Safeguarding and ensuring that our children are safe and we 

continue to support their needs.  I also offer lots of other support such as 

signposting to local services and parenting advice.  

  

  

RACHEL JENNINGS 

Associate Member / Deputy Headteacher 

 

 I started my teaching career at Tolworth School over 16 years ago as an NQT  

and have never left. When I became Deputy Head of the Juniors, I also became 

an Associate Member of the Governing Body. I sit on the Curriculum 

Committee, which allows me to play an active role in sharing school life and 

making links with our Governing Body.  

  

 

 

 

RACHEL NYE 

School Governor (Ex Officio) / Headteacher 

 

 

FIONA OLIVER 

Co-opted Governor 12/10/15 – 11/10/19 

 

I did my PGCE placement at Tolworth 12 years ago and have never left! Initially 

I worked as a teacher in the Infants, more recently as the Teacher in the Junior 

SRP and currently teaching Year 3. In a previous incarnation I worked as a 

cytogeneticist at UCH in London.  I have lived in the area for more than 20 

years, both my children attended Hollyfield School (where I was Parent 

Governor for 4 year).  

  



  

TRACEY PURI 

Co-opted Governor 11/7/17 – 10/7/21  

  

I have been a Parent Governor since 2011 when my older son started 

Reception and Co-Opted Governor since July 2017.  Although not currently 

working I remain a registered Social Worker specialising in Child Protection. 

My previous roles have included Assistant Team Manager of a Child Protection 

Team and Head of Social Work at a specialist therapeutic/education provision.  

Given my experience I am the named Governor for Safeguarding and the Link 

Governor to Tolworth Children's Centre, where I sit on the Local Advisory 

Board.  Being part of the Governing Body has been fulfilling and challenging and 

representing parents’ views is a crucial part of my role.  

 

  

JAVED RAFIQ 

Co-opted Governor 11/7/17 – 10/7/21 

  

I been a Governor for around 14 years. I am a Software Engineer by profession. 

All of my children have studied at Tolworth Infants and Juniors and I currently 

have one child in Year 6. I sit on the Finance and Personnel sub-committee.  

Being involved in the school’s governance has given me an opportunity to 

hopefully make a difference in the learning and academic development of all 

children. I am a trustee at community organisations within Kingston (Kingston 

Race and Equalities, Natural Health Awareness, Kingston Police Independent 

Advisory Group). As part of my community involvement, I was awarded the 

Mayor's Community Award for my services to the community in 2007.  

  

 

SHELLEY ROBINSON 

Co-opted Governor 11/7/17 – 10/7/21 

 

I have worked at Tolworth School for almost 4 years as a Teaching Assistant 

in both the Infants and Juniors.  Initially I was a Parent Governor and became 

a Co-Opted Governor when the school federated.  I have 3 children who have 

all attended Tolworth School.  I enjoy reading and singing in a choir.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MUSHTAQ SHAH 

Local Authority Governor 22/6/17 – 21/6/21 

 

   I became a Local Authority Governor in July 2017 and having worked in the  

commercial world for 30 years, I would like to now give something back to    

the community. I truly believe that with the technological progress we have 

seen in the past 2 decades are likely to see going forward, the role of schools 

in equipping future generations for the world cannot be underestimated”. I 

would like to make a contribution to this. I am scaling down my full time 

work commitments and I would like to take on a challenging volunteer 

position in the education sector. I am an economist/statistician by training 

and I think I would bring useful analytical skills to the role.  I have worked 

for several large investment banks but also have experience of running small 

companies. Hence, I am used to dealing both with bureaucracies and more 

flexible organisations. I have hired/appraised and mentored many individuals. 

I very much enjoy being part of a team.  

  

TARA SHERJAN 

Co-opted Governor 18/4/18 – 17/4/22 

  

The first of my two children joined Tolworth School in 2014 and enjoying the  

community feel  I knew I wanted to be more involved so became a committee  

member of the Friends of Tolworth School and then a co-opted Governor in 

2018. I have 20 years experience of managing fundraising teams and bringing in 

income of over £2m a year. This strategic experience comes in useful to help 

shape and develop the direction of the school alongside the governing body 

and also allows me to work with the teachers and staff to ensure the best 

quality education for the children.  

 
 

  

  


